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Amendments to the Soedficalton ; 
^ ^ 0 ^ Please amend the paragraph beginning at page f» Iste-li as follows: 

In these various configuiations, haxdfile 105 includes non-voladle memoiy for storing an 
opecadng system used Iq^ computer system 100, and typically user data and applicadon software. 
Most cQixunonly, haidfile 105 is a fixed harddriv e hard drive storing the information on magnetic 
media. Computer system 100 includes a haiddri v e hard drive adapter for controlling the storage and 
retrieval whenhardfile 105 i5ahfflgdAg¥e harddrive . Computer system 100 will typically include 
other control and data inieifeces when hardfile 1 05 is not a bagd&ive hard drive, but adqptinp the 
present invendon to such alternate hardfile system s is withm the skill of a person of ordinary skill in 
the ait and would be achieved fiom this disdosure wiOiout undue experimentation. To ^pUfy the 
discussion, the pre&ned embodiment will be described in the case that hardfile 105 is a harddrivo 
hard drive. 

vlT^ /, Please amend the paragraph beginning at page ^,4iae^as follows: 

In the pie&ned embodiment, hardfile 105 complies with applicable standards for an 
ATA/ATAPI-4 ^CITS 3 14-1 998) or later compliant hsdAive harddrive. the standard hereby 
expressly incorporated by reference for all purposes. Hardfile 105 must indude at least one 
partition, and in some cases» there may be multiple logical partitions accessible to computer system 
100. hi the ATAPM standard, hardfile 1 05 may be established optionally witii an additional 
partition refened to as a Pn>tected Area Run Time Interface Extension Services or simply 
PARTIES partition prior to loading the operating qrstem. The PARTIES partition often is set by 
conqniter system 100 usmg a firmware inteiface (PARTIES) for controUii^ and accesstng this 
PARTIES paitiuon, and is invisible or otherwise non-accessible to most conventional computer 
subsystems or conventioiud routines of the operating system. The PARTIES partition is used to 
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$toxe administration or non-user data. ATAPM provides a procedure called SETMAX that adjusts 
die size of diis PARTIES pardtion. The prefetied embodiment of the present invention uses this 
SETMAX procedure in a ivay not comemplaxed by die standard to provide a novel use of the 
PARTIES pardtion to secure data. NCITS can be reached at www.ncits.org. 

Please amend tbe paragraph beginning at page Imewas follows: 

In the event that the POST detects a special ^e-beet itgst condition, compute: system 1 00 
dynamically adjusts SETMAX to exclude all or a portion of bardfile 1 05 firom access by the 
operating system. The special boot condition may be any type of hardware, software or firmware 
oonditicni that, in the particular ^plication, would suggest limiting access to part of hardfile ICS. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page j^,4ifir23i^ follows: 

Iflfae test at step 305 is yes, computer system 100 set$ die configuration parameto* of 
hardfile lOS to the appropriate level, given the detected p^e-beet boot conditiotL For example, if a 
hardware tamper is detected and hardfile lOS is an IDE/ATAPI-4 haiddisk hard drive, computer 
system 105 sets SETMAX to a smaUer size dian die fuU readabte 

and limits the size to a minimum f(» operating system access. If for example the boot condition is a 
clearing of a previous tamper ccmdition and hardfile 1 OS is an IDE/ATAP-4 h^ddide ^anddrivp. 
computer.^ystem 100 sets SETMAX to be larger and tnchide more of hardfile 105 for access. 



; follows: 



Please amend die pazagrq>h beginning at page ^, I 

While die p referred embodiment has been described in terms of a dual operational mode for 
hardfile 105, the present invemion is not so limited. In some applications, it may be desirable or 
beneficial to provide for three or mote opmtional modes of hardfile 105. In this application. 
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